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ups and downs of life, a practical philosophy of existence which
will pull the humblest of coolies through hardships that would
either kill the average European or American or drive him to
commit suicide.
And these ideas were sufficiently simple to be understood by
almost every one. As a proof whereof I refer you to the miracles
of assimilation performed by the Chinese during the 4000 years
of their history. They are preposterous and at the same time
fabulous. During the tenth century China became part of the
greatest empire that ever existed, that Mongolian commonwealth
that reached from the Baltic to the Pacific. But all those
Mongolian rulers were like Kublai Khan. They ended by becom-
ing Chinamen. After the Mongolians came the Mings (1368-
1644), the last purely Chinese dynasty to rule the country. They
were succeeded by a Tartar prince who came from Manchuria and
who was the founder of the Manchu dynasty. But although the
Chinese, as a token of submission to their Manchu masters, were
forced to grow their hair long and wear a pig-tail and shave the
rest of their heads, the Manchus soon became even more Chinese
than the Chinamen themselves.
After the last Manchu invasion the Chinese were left completely
to themselves, and by merely guarding their harbours against all
foreign visitors from the West the civilization of China had a
chance to settle down for a little rest But the moment it did this
it petrified more completely than any other country of which we
have ever heard. Its political system became even more rigid than
that of the old Russia of pre-revolutbnary days. Literature froze,
even their incomparable art became as stereotyped as that of the
Byzantine mosaic makers of ancient Constantinople. Science no
longer made any progress. If nevertheless by chance some one
happened to invent something new it was at once discarded as
foolish and undesirable, just as many medical men in the West
tried to discourage the use of chloroform because it was both new
and foolish. Because they were cut off so completely from the rest
of the world and never had a chance of finding out what other
nations were doing, it was easy for the Chinese to convince them-
selves that their own methods were best, that their own army was